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To Michel le  (M:  Victor ia 's  mummy)  & Victor ia (V) :

Victor ia (Vicky)  started learning the v iol in  from scratch and

onl ine during the Circuit  Breaker  2020;  what  was that  experience

l ike for  you and Vicky?  

V:  I  found i t  fun to  have v io l in  lessons  on l ine!  

M:  I t  was a nove l  exper ience for  V ictor ia  at  the t ime,  so she was a lways  exc i ted

to log on ,  and we d idn ’ t  encounter  any  s ign i f icant  d i f f icu l t ies  learn ing on l ine.

Because Victor ia  was on ly  4 when she s tar ted,  I  would accompany her  throughout

the lesson ,  manage the dev ices ,  and he lp to  note down anyth ing that  Teacher

Chr is t ina would point  out .  S ince I  don ’ t  know anyth ing about  p lay ing the v io l in ,  I

would record Teacher  Chr i s t ina demonst rat ing th ings ,  so  that  V ictor ia  cou ld p lay

i t  back dur ing her  dai l y  pract ice ,  and so that  I  cou ld have someth ing to  refer  to

when I  he lp her  wi th  pract ice.  Actual l y  i t  tu rned out  that  c i rcu i t  breaker  was a

real l y  good t ime to s tar t  learn ing a new inst rument  too.  S ince we couldn ’ t  go out ,

we had a lot  more unhur r ied t ime at  home to pract i se  and make mus ic  together .

Even wi th  s imple one- l ine melodies ,  Sof ia  or  I  would p lay  the 2nd v io l in  l ine on

the p iano and Victor ia  would p lay  a long,  which he lped make her  pract ice even

more en joyable and gave her  ext ra mot ivat ion to  improve.  

Victor ia Ossa  s tar ted learn ing the v io l in  

from scratch v ia onl ine learning  dur ing the 

Ci rcu i t  Breaker  2020,

(4 years  o ld)  and has made t remendous progress  

s ince then;  

wi th  most  lessons  s t i l l  car r ied out  on l ine!

 

 

Let 's  take a look at  her  journey and f ind out  how 

al l  these are possible!

What were your  main concerns during the process and how were

the different  issues resolved? 

V: I  d idn ’ t  have any concerns!

M: I  was unsure i f  V ictor ia  would be able to  learn  wel l  and understand her

lessons  on l ine ,  but  i t  tu rned out  that  i t  was not  a  problem at  a l l .  30 minutes  was

an appropr iate length for  an on l ine lesson for  a  4 year  o ld ,  and Teacher

Chr is t ina annotated scores  v ia  the shared screen and drew concepts  out  on the

Zoom whi teboard to  he lp her  (and me)  know what  to  refer  to  and to he lp her

understand th ings .  On the odd occas ion that  we got  s tuck  dur ing pract ice or

d idn ’ t  understand someth ing,  Teacher  Chr i s t ina has  a lways  very  gracious ly

answered our  quest ions  v ia  text ,  and has  even on occas ion recorded short  v ideo

demonst rat ions  to  he lp us .  Onl ine lessons  have been pretty  smooth-sa i l ing a l l  the

way.  = )

How did learning onl ine change the way both of  you look at

music,  the learning process and what  surprised you?

M: Whether  mus ic  lessons  are on l ine or  in-person ,  s tudents  need to take

respons ib i l i t y  for  the i r  own learn ing journey.  I  th ink  that  learn ing on l ine dur ing

the pandemic has  emphas ised th is  more ,  not  just  for  v io l in  but  for  everyth ing that

the ch i ldren learn .  The ‘d is tance’  between the teacher  and the s tudent  in  an

onl ine lesson forces  a s tudent  to  be more independent  and take more in i t iat ive

with  her  learn ing s ince she doesn ’ t  have her  teacher  phys ica l l y  next  to  her

guid ing or  he lp ing to  mot ivate her .  As  an example ,  when Teacher  Chr i s t ina g ives

her  speci f ic  inst ruct ions ,  she has  to  look  for  the l ine and bar  numbers  in  the

score ,  look  for  the notes  or  the speci f ic  annotat ions  that  Teacher  Chr i s t ina i s

refer r ing to  and pay c lose attent ion to  what  i s  go ing on in  order  to  keep up.  Th is

bu i lds  independence and he lps  her  to  take ownersh ip of  her  learn ing too.  



Vicky has progressed tremendously  in  a short  period of  t ime,

especial ly  with  her  foundations being bui l t  through onl ine

learning and yet  being able to  overcome so many chal lenges.  

What  do you think are the key factors  that  empowered her  with

respect  to  her  lessons,  pract ices,  personal i ty  and mindset?  

V: I  have to  pract i se  a lot  to  improve.  I  en joy  the sound of  the v io l in ,  and p lay ing

nice p ieces makes me fee l  happy.  I  get  a  sense of  sat i s fact ion when I  master

someth ing,  so  i t  makes me very  determined to keep t ry ing.  

M: Victor ia  has  been able to  progress  in  the v io l in  because she has  a support ive

and sk i l l fu l  teacher  who cares  about  not  just  her  technica l  abi l i t y ,  but  about  her

learn ing att i tudes and d ispos i t ions  and her  en joyment  of  the mus ic  as  wel l .  I t ’ s

been so va luable to  us  to  have a teacher  who i s  f lex ib le ,  adaptable and sk i l l fu l  in

teaching on l ine so that  V ictor ia  cou ld cont inue to  learn  wi thout  in ter rupt ion

despi te  the constant  changes over  the past  2 years  due to  Cov id.  

As ide f rom that ,  I  be l ieve her  en joyment  of  the mus ic  and the inst rument  has

played a b ig part  in  mot ivat ing her  to  keep pract i s ing.  We star ted her  on v io l in

because before Cov id ,  her  s i s ter ’ s  p iano school  (Mus ique Space)  used to  inv i te

the Lorong Boys  to  accompany the i r  s tudents  at  the i r  annual  concert .  Th is

exper ience was very  specia l  and impactfu l  for  them,  and gave them a taste of

p lay ing ( for  Sof ia)  and l i s ten ing to  chamber  mus ic  in  a  very  personal  way.

Whenever  the g i r l s  l i s tened to mus ic  together ,  we would ta lk  about  which

inst ruments  they  cou ld hear ,  and they would dream about  p lay ing the i r  favour i te

pieces together  someday.  A l though Victor ia  was a l ready learn ing the p iano at

the t ime,  we thought  that  i f  they  had a des i re  to  p lay  together ,  i t  would be n ice

to let  V ictor ia  learn  a d i f ferent  inst rument  so that  they  cou ld work  towards  the i r

goal .  So in  a  sense ,  she has  been mot ivated by  her  love for  the mus ic  f rom the

star t ,  and i t  def in i te ly  he lps  to  keep her  going when th ings  get  chal lenging.  The

whole fami ly  a lso loves  hear ing her  mus ic  in  the home,  and we make sure to  let

her  know i t  everyday.  I  th ink  she f inds  joy  in  that  too.  

Regarding pract ice ,  we t ry  to  s tay  d isc ip l ined and pract i se  dai l y ,  because I  know

that  she en joys  the v io l in  more when she i s  ab le  to  p lay  wel l .  I f  she goes a few

days  wi thout  pract i s ing ,  i t ’ s  harder  to  p ick  up again ,  and i t ’ s  demoral i s ing for  her

i f  she ’s  lost  some of  the f luency she had before.  In  that  sense s tay ing d isc ip l ined

with  dai l y  pract ice he lps  to  keep the pract ice exper ience much more pos i t i ve  and

enjoyable.  

To Michel le:  

You’ve done a great  job with  ensuring that  Vicky keeps up with

her  pract ices and pointers  absorbed during the lessons.  As a

parent ,  what  are some of  the exist ing chal lenges and struggles

you face as you guide your  k ids at  home? What k ind of  support

would you l ike to  have more of  with  regards to  their  music

learning journey? 

M: One chal lenge i s  the fact  that  I  knew noth ing about  the v io l in  before we

started,  but  that ’ s  a lso the most  exc i t ing part :  to  get  to  learn  someth ing new

alongs ide her  and to go on that  journey together .  Chr i s t ina has  been very

support ive  on th is  f ront ,  and has  a lways  been happy to  expla in  and c lar i fy  th ings

for  me.  I  th ink  the support  we have i s  more than suff ic ient .  

Another  chal lenge i s  f ind ing the t ime,  energy ,  pat ience and d isc ip l ine to  make

sure the ch i ldren pract i se  dai l y  and pract i se  wel l .  I  guess  th is  i s  a  matter  of

pr ior i t ies .  We t ry  to  pract ice ear l ie r  in  the day before we a l l  (me inc luded)  are

cranky  and t i red f rom the day ’s  act iv i t ies ,  and in  order  to  do th is  we need to p lan

and organise our  t ime wel l ,  and somet imes we have to  forgo other  act iv i t ies  in

order  to  protect  t ime for  mus ic .  



To Vicky and Sophia(S:  Vicky 's  o lder  s ister ) :  

Do you enjoy playing chamber music and making music with  your

sister?  What makes i t  fun and do you guys argue when

rehearsing? What do you do or  think when i t  gets  tough to  make

music together? 

V: Yes I  do.  Pract i s ing together  i s  very  fun ,  and the sound of  two inst ruments

p lay ing together  i s  very  n ice.  We argue a l i t t le  b i t  when we have t rouble

coord inat ing,  but  we wi l l  usual l y  pause and th ink  about  what  we shou ld do and

then t ry  to  improve.  

S:  I  love to  p lay  chamber  mus ic  wi th  my s i s ter  because i t  i s  much more specia l  to

p lay  mus ic  wi th  someone e lse than to  p lay  i t  by  yourse l f .  I  f ind p lay ing chamber

mus ic  fun because I  l i ke  to  work  together  wi th  another  mus ic ian to  create a

piece of  mus ic  that  sounds wonderfu l  wi th  i t s  d i f ferent  parts  p layed together .  We

do argue somet imes when we p lay  together ,  but  we usual l y  jus t  t ry  again ,  and our

arguments  don ’ t  last  for  very  long.  When i t  gets  tough and we can ’ t  coord inate

proper ly ,  or  one of  us  t r ips  and i t ’ s  d i f f icu l t  to  get  back on t rack ,  we usual l y  jus t

need to do a b i t  more pract ice on our  own,  or  wi th  a part icu lar  metronome

speed,  and then afterwards  we are usual l y  ok  to  p lay  together  again .  Somet imes

we get  f rust rated,  but  we know that  i f  we just  keep on pract i s ing ,  the f in i shed

product  wi l l  be very  n ice both to  hear  and to p lay .  So that  mot ivates  us  to  keep

on pract i s ing even when i t  gets  tough.  

Do you think that  mummy plays an important  role  in  your  musical

l i fe?  What would you l ike to  say to  your  mummy? 

V :  Yes  she does ,  because she he lps  me get  my p lay ing r ight  and improve,  and she

encourages me to keep t ry ing when I  get  upset  wi th  my pract ice ,  by  g iv ing me

hugs which g ive me energy to  persevere.  “ I  love you Mummy!”  

S:  Yes ,  she def in i te ly  does ,  because she encourages me and pushes me on when I

don ’ t  want  to  do th ings  that  I  need to for  my mus ic  learn ing.  When I  was s tar t ing

to learn  mus ic ,  she sat  wi th  me dur ing a l l  my pract ices  and he lped me to pract ice

wel l  and bu i ld  the foundat ions  that  I  needed so that  I  can p lay  independent ly

and conf ident ly  now.  “ I  love you and thank you Mummy!”  

To Vicky:  

What  is  the best  part  about  learning music for  you? 

What makes you smile? 

V: I  l i ke  the sound of  mus ic  very  much,  so  the best  part  of  learn ing mus ic  i s  that  I

can hear  and en joy  the mus ic  that  I  p lay .  I  a l so  love i t  when I  manage to p lay  a

piece successfu l l y  for  someone,  and especia l l y  i f  they  en joy  i t .  

Which part  of  your  music journey is  most  fun for  you? 

What do you think of  when your  pract ices get  diff icult?

V: The most  fun part  of  my mus ic  journey i s  be ing able to  p lay  n ice p ieces .  When

my pract ices  get  d i f f icu l t ,  I  get  very  f rust rated.  But  I  know that  i f  I  focus  I  wi l l

get  better .  So I  usual l y  ask  my mummy for  a  hug,  because she pretends to  g ive

me petro l  and I  get  energy to  cont inue pract i s ing.  


