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sic as a pillar of stability"

\ N Kieran Tan has been /earning the piano for the Pasf decade at
Coronation Music School with Teacher Ange/a since he was 6 years old

Le*‘s 'FIVICI 0M7L more abom‘ his]oumey, *a/eeaways 0"’)6/ more./

Kieran, you're currently 16 years old and have been learning the
piano with Coronation Music School and Teacher Angela for the past
decade. What has been the most memorable moments of your music
learning journey during your primary school years?

_ | think the most memorable moment for me /earning music in my Primary school years
. was during the Twinkle Music Soiree the school had in 201 I+ was my first real
\ ex,uerience of P/O’Hi”ﬂ in front of a somewhat /arge audience, and it sort of diminished the

notion that | had, that P/aying the /D/OIHO was so/e/_(j about geHing all the notes rigH, when
n ac*ua/hty it is so much more than that. This, in addition fo regu/ar lessons and

rehearsals, allowed me to brush up on my skills of exlpression, articulation, etc

The Soiree was also the first fime | have ever accomlnomiea/ someone, my brother. The IDiece
that we chose was quhte unconventional at the fime for me as it was a jazz loiece,

‘Bewitched Bothered and Bewildered” I+ allowed me fo explore different aspects of
P P
Performance and to understand the imluorvtance of the sv‘y/is*ic traits that a Piece

encompasses with regard fo its era. The element of accompanimenf also *auglﬂ‘ me vital
communication skills which | am very grmtefu/ for and still use frecluenﬁy, be it in music
Inerformance or Jusvt n o/ai/y life, to be able o Ipic/e up on cues and 1o be able fo allow the

leader, in this case the singer, fo shine.

| remember being qui*e a stubborn kid a/uring lessons. In my Inrimary school years, | recall

not FuHing a lot of effort into /earning the Piamo and Teacher Ange/a had 1o assign me
wee/e/y Pmcvtice schedules with Paren*a/ signa*ures to ensure that | at least had some
degree of consistent Pracfice n /Dreparaﬁon for the imminent exams then. In hinc/sigh?t, [
am Ioeyonc/ grmtefu/ for this. /‘\/kugh / ini*ia//y was reluctant to Inracﬁce, | came to see
that imlprovemenf will on/y come Hwough consistent Pmcﬁce and saw the fangib/e results,
which motivated me fo Ipmcv‘ice further and imlprove myse/f, both as a musician and as a
person. This also helpeo/ to instil in me the o/isci/o/ine that is recluirea' 1o achieve

imlnrovemenf



https://www.coronationmusicschool.com/twinkle-music-soiree
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UezVfKOBiVU&list=PLf4t25B2X4H6SNyT7cD3dUo_RsI65vg8B&index=16&ab_channel=CoronationMusicSchool
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LH1s179nA4M&ab_channel=CoronationMusicSchool
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What were the toughest setbacks to deal with back then?

One of the *oughes* setbacks for me to deal with was my stamina a/uring Inmc*ice, both
Inhysica//y and men*a//y. My finger s*reng?% was (and still fo an extent is) %uhLe weak, and this
showed in my P/aying. My lack of fechniclue also exacerbated this at the time. Hence, | had o

program myse/f fo Iaramtice s/ow/y, with firm fouch, and resist the femp?tmtion fo /9/0/3 every*hing
at full slaeeo/.

Back then, some of the Inieces that | p/ayea/ did not rea//y inferest me at first. [+ was on/y
around Grade 5 or Grade 6 that | somewhat understood the emotional value of the Pieces that
were in the lists, and came fo rea//_(j love music. This encouragea/ me fo p/a_nj them as best as |

can.

How has muSnc or paano mFluenced your outlook on hFe7

A?‘ 'I[IFS?L n‘ o//d nof ho/a/ much lmporfance 7‘0 me. BWL over 7L/me / rea/zsea’ Hwnt /earnmg
__ music was rea//_tj abom‘ /earmng 'fo empaﬂwse W/H) fhe comlnoser ano/ wn% H)e s*rugg/es -

',-'of a ﬁme ama/ In/ace Hmnl / have never been 7Lo To be a[a/ 7‘0 /earn mus:c has g/ven me

Hwe ab// fy 7‘0 express myse/f beHer amd a//owea’ me 1‘0 em,am‘hlse wn% o*hers 7‘0 a '_ T

: a’egree H)mt / ofherwrse wou/a/ novt have /oeen ab 7‘0 Mus:c has a/so a//owea/ me 1Lo be _ ey
' ";more OP*IVHIS?LIC me _a/so rea/lsﬁc 5 when / PWL n fhe wor/e / /oe//eve Hwnt H;e resu/*s wr// P

How has it changed going into secondary school?

The Iperioa/ from my PSLE in 2018 up to the beg/'nning of Secona/ary | was a *urning Poimt n
my musical _journey, in my opinion. | started to take music and piano much more serious/y and
found a lot more Joy n /earning n 9enem/. In secono/ary school | Joinea’ my school's Music
Elective Progmmme which also he/lpea/ fo reinforce what | had a/ready learnt Frior.

Going into seconc/ary school, | became more open—mina/ec/ fo fry Ibieces of different s*y/es and
by different composers = origina//y outside of my comfort zone, a notable examp/e being
Faure (which Teacher Ange/a introduced to me). A/kugh it is not exac*/y my s*rongesf suit
fo P/”’H pieces by composers outside of my comfort zone, | ge* fo ex/o/ore and discover new

7%ings about music and emlpa*hise with the his*or_(j/ era that it embodies.

Tell us more about the preparation
process for the 3rd Nanyang
International Competition.

How nerve-wrecking was the process
and what did you learn the most from it?

The ,Dre/aam*ion process for the 3rd Nomy@g International Music Comlpe*ifion was c/efinife/y
cha//enging and stresstul | had a 3-month window between the date of a/olp/icaﬁon for the
comlpeﬁ*ion and the date of submission for the virtual audition. | was very shocked that | made
it H)rough 1o the live Iperformance round, which | reacted to with more omxie7Ly than excitement.
| had | month more of Iprelparaﬁon after /oeing notified of my selection. The Iprelpamfion Iperioa’
for the NIMC was very stresstul for me. This was my first Imr*icilpmtion In a music comlpefi*ion
and the fact that | was someone 9rowing up with a considerable amount of sfage frigH
cerfain/y did not he/ly. Moreover, the recluiremenfs of a comloe*htion are vasv‘/y different from
that of an exam. Teacher Ange/a has emphasiseo/ to me that significan% showmanship, in addition
fo refinement of my articulation, dynamics, fone efc was necessary to have any chance of

success in the compe*iﬁon.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f1-ZP_Isbzo&t=8s&ab_channel=CoronationMusicSchool
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4sdPzwaVxg&ab_channel=CoronationMusicSchool
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jEKirvRJSw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jEKirvRJSw
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A/Hvough | did not win any /oig Prizes and did not achieve my Iaersona/ farge?t of at least geHing
the Bronze award, | am exvtreme/y grmtefu/ for the feedback and /earnings in the process of
Prelpar/ng for the compeﬁ*ion. The aoﬁua/ica*ors commented on areas of my p/aying that | have
consistently overlooked Their feedback, in addition 1o years of Teacher /\nge/a's feedback, has
he/lpea/ me to enhance my Ip/aying and remind me the need 1o imlprove many aspem‘s of my

Ip/orying (Ipea/a//ing, cantabile s*g/e, fension and release, contrast and colour change). Querall |
learnt to take the harsh but very he/lpfu/ and detailed feedback in my stride and use these o

im/arove my P/aying.

_ - To Teacher Angelw - .
= What are some of the baggest changes you have
- observed in Kieran throughout all these years oF

| ~learning and music makm97 e
W\nat has stayed the same that could be nmproved7

*

Kieran has matured as a student over the years, [oecoming more conscientious and
enthusiastic in /earning. He also has a keen interest in exln/oring a wider range of composers
and genres.

As a Inrimary school student, Kieran, like many other children his age, had many distractions.
Because of this, he was not as di//'gen* in his a/a/'/y Ipmc%/'ce as he could have been. Learn/'ng a
sing/e examination Piece could take us several months.

Kieran was also careless and impa*ienf s/eimming erough the Iuieces but a/isregara’ing details
such as the f/ngering and exlpress/on. His 9001/ was fo gd *hrough the whole Ipiece regara//ess
of the many wrong notes. We would then have to go Hwough the piece, bar [oy bar, and even
then, he would still ge?‘ it wrong at the next lesson.

Today, Kieran's music scores are well-annotated with fingerings, lgro/cfice Inosfs, bite-size
reminders, and other Performance notes. He takes it in his /orio/e fo prepare well for each
lesson.

Desphle school and other commitments, Kieran now P/ams his Ipmcf/'ces in smaller bites which
offen yie/a/s better results. He Iprobab/y remembers my constant reminder of "aluan*ﬁy over
qualtyl

Kieran has also grown fo be self-aware and sensitive in his P/O’Hi”ﬂ~ He does gd a little upse?t
with himself if he cannot Perf.orm a passage correcv‘/y, but | believe this makes him even
more determined in Perfec*ing the Piece as best as he can.

Still a little impmtiemt and imlau/sive at times, Kieran can defini*e/y imlnrove his P/aying
Hn’ough slow and careful Pramlice, and to internalise the music before bringing it up fo

speeo/. Nonetheless, Kieran has o/efini*e/y grown musica//y and has gremt Ipo*en*ia/ n exce//ing
further.
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To Kieran:
What are your thoughts on Teacher Angela’s feedback?

| feel that it is very s*raigh#orwara/ and direct, which makes undersfana/ing my mistakes
Quhte a lot easier. Her feedback has allowed me to discover the different as/oemts of
Ip/aying that makes music, music. Aa’mi#ea//y | fend to forgmt a lot of the fundamentals
when /earning some*hing new as | ge7L foo excited to Jus* Ip/oly, and she he/lz)s fo firm/y
Ipoimt this out to me. | want to thank her for *o/emﬁng my stubbornness and still giving
me her unwavering suppoml and he//m(u/ feedback over the years.

You’'ll be stepping into the world of higher education stage
soon, how can music and piano help you cope with that
transition and uncertainty of the unknown?

The world of higher education is a/efini*e/y oluhte a/aun*ing fo me, eslpecia//y with the /ooming
exams that | will have fo undertake in addition fo new Iveolp/e and a raa’ica//y changea’

school environment that is Junior college.

[ holoe that music and loiomo will he//o me to relieve stress from time to time and give me a
creative outlet to pursue my passion as it has done for a gooa/ 10 years. / hope that this
will be a P/'//ar of s*aloi/hty for me in *ransi*ioning fo a comp/e*e/y new environment and
/ifesf_(j/e, and somefhing that | can a/ways count on amidst the ever—increasing cha//enges

and reslponsiloi/iﬁes | will even*ua//y have o face.

Any other thoughts and advice for younger students who
might be struggling with managing and coping with
music learning, schoolwork, and life?

| don't think | am in the Iposhtion fo advise them, but, if | had omy?%ing fo say, it would be
fo believe in yourse/f and that if you IDWL in the effort conscien*ious/y, the results will

more offen than not. show. For ba/ancing many various commitments, | believe that if you

love what you do, you can and will ge7t it done. | holoe that Hwey will achieve what fhey set
out forl




